Qualifications for MasterCard's Supermarket Acceptance Development Program.

Each merchant location must meet the following criteria:

   A merchant must be a supermarket.  A supermarket is defined as a

   full-line, self-service grocery store.  (By full line, we means that a

   consumer must be able to do their full week's shopping at the location.

   It should have all the departments traditionally found in a supermarket,

   e.g., meats, produce, deli, soaps, canned goods, cereals, etc.)

   The merchant must also derive a minimum of 45% of sales from

   perishables.  Perishables are defined as foods that deteriorate from

   exposure to air and temperature changes; foods requiring refrigeration

   or special handling in transit or at point-of-sale.

   MasterCard must be accepted in all lanes that accept checks. MasterCard requires at least three lanes per location.

Secondly, you questioned whether a pharmacy or liquor store that was in the

supermarket, but had their own cash registers and  a different merchant

number, would qualify for the supermarket rate.

In order to answer this question, I need a little more information about

your merchant ID numbers.  Can you please explain:

   why a separate merchant number would be given; does it serve a

   particular business purpose?

   what the merchant number means to you; are there separate parts within

   the string of numbers that identifies the merchant in a special way or

   places them in certain categories

   what MCC would you attribute to the liquor/pharmacy in the

   above-referenced situation?

Once I have a clearer understanding of this, I can respond to your

question.

